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Minutes of Compton Bishop Parish Council Meeting 
held at 7.30pm  on Wednesday 11 November 2015 at Cross Memorial Hall 

 
Public Participation:   PCSO Mike Shaw, Cheddar Police 
 
Present:  Cllr K Mace (Chair), Cllr T Mason, Cllr M Pritchard, Cllr D McCarthy, Cllr K Glimstead,  
Cllr E Parker, and Mr R Pring (Clerk)   
 
 
1. Apologies for absence:   There were no apologies. 
2. Approval of minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th October 2015 were 

previously circulated to all Councillors. It was noted that a reference to Cllr Pritchard at minute 7.5 
should have been attributed to Cllrs McCarthy and Parker and this was amended. These were 
approved by those present and signed as a true record of the meeting by the Chairman.  

3. Matters arising.    
(a).  The Clerk had written to James Heappey MP thanking him for the Coffin Lane support. 
(b)   The Clerk had sent a letter of welcome to the new Vicar of Compton Bishop. 
(C) The Clerk and Cllr McCarthey had been in contact with Highways re.additional signs along 
Webbington Road and were awaiting responses.  The template for village signs was with “Cheddar Signs”. 
Replacement costs would need to be obtained from them.   
(d)   It was noted that the footpath at Webbington had been officially closed as it did not comply with the 
definitive map and was subject to a meeting of interested parties being arranged by SCC Footpaths 
Officer.  
 
The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow PCSO Shaw to address the meeting and give details of the 
crime report for the area.  The Police were concentrating on rural crime issues including setting up Farm 
Watch and Horse Watch schemes.  PCSO Shaw was thanked by the Chairman for his attendance.  The 
meeting then resumed. 
 
4. Declarations of Interest:  Nil. 
 
5. Finance Matters.   

5.1 RESOLVED the following invoices be paid:- 
 

Cheque no. Payee Reason for Payment Amount 
100753 Mr R Parker Website Hosting Fee £24.95 
100754 R Pring Clerk’s expenses £24.30 

 
    
6. Planning Matters:  
 
      

      6.1 The members had been informed that a planning application 21/15/00009, land at Yeo Bridge 
Farm was now subject to appeal to allow 5 mobile homes and other buildings on the site.  Previous 
submissions by the Parish Council were already with the Planning Inspector but it was agreed to send 
another letter supporting SDC’s decision to refuse the application.  
 
      6.2 The Chairman and Cllr Parker had recently attended a presentation by SDC Planning Dept. 
concerning the Local Plan Review and Planning Enforcement policy. The Clerk had received a hard 
copy of the Local Plan which was available for members to consult.  It was felt that there was no 
requirement to submit formal comment on the proposals at this stage. It was noted that the 
Enforcement staff at Sedgemoor consisted of 3.5 staff members dealing with over 400 cases a year.     
It had been explained at the presentation that planning complaints were now prioritised with many not 
being formally investigated.  Members felt there was no need to make comment at this stage. 
  
 

7.    Highway Matters    
7.1 Cllr Pritchard reported that she had received a complaint from a resident about stones placed 
along the edge of a grass verge in the village and questioned their legality.  She agreed to try and 
find out who owned the grass verge because if it was privately owned there was nothing the PC could 
do.  Otherwise the matter may be progressed through Highways.  She also asked about cars parking 
in the narrow parts of the village and the construction of a pavement.  Recently a local resident was 
stuck behind a school bus that couldn’t get through.  The Chairman recalled that residents had been 
surveyed in the past on their view regarding parking of vehicles and had received a mixed response.  
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It may be time to resurrect the survey.  The PCSO had previously stated that cases of wilful obstruction 
should be reported to them by the 101 system.    
 

8.  Environmental Matters 
       8.1 Environmental Advisory Group.  Nothing to report. 
       8.2 Mr Parker’s report on Hinkley C was circulated. 
       10.3 Cllr Parker offered to serve as the Council’s representative on the Mendip Hills AONB advisory 
group. 
 
9   Communications 
        12.1 Cllr Pritchard reported good progress on Parish News Link. 
        12.2Cllr Mason asked for 2 members to sit on the Village Hall Committee.  Cllrs McCarthy and 
Pritchard agreed to undertake this role. 
        12.3 Mr Parker was willing to co-ordinate the annual litter pick subject to the proper insurance 
being put in place. 
        12.4 Cllr Mason reported that drains had been cleared in Vern Lane so there was no immediate 
prospect of flooding. 
 
10.  Correspondence.   Cllr Parker asked that a letter be sent to Mr & Mrs Scott of Moorland Farm 
regarding the construction of a footpath outside of their hedge.  This was agreed.. 
 
11.  Representation.  Nil. 
.      
 
13   Date of next meeting       Wednesday 10 December at 7.30pm in Cross Memorial Hall 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55pm. 


